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UEST FOR AUSTRALIAN TACTICAL SIG: RT IN BORNEO

Matter Referred

3a Memorandum (Flag 'A') by Director DSD, in conjunction with
IMI and D Sigs,conceming a request (Flag 'B') from Director GCHY for
Australian Tactical Sigint Support in Borneo.

deration

2, The DC have already been briefed at short notice by Director
DSD on this request and their views are recorded in the Minute at
Flag 'C's In short the IC concluded that if Britain agreed to provide
extra theatre personnel in Singapore
approval should be sought for the deployment of socme 201 Sig \
Sqn personnel in Borneo.

3. The British have now agreed to provide extra oivilian teams
from UK, within 2 or 3 months, This would release four AMF operating
teams., In addition, to step up the tactical sigint effort in Borneo
the British intend to

and transfer additional army operators from Germanye

Lo We agree in principle with Director DSD proposal and suggest
that you read it in full, Howsver, there are some points of detail

on which we do NOT agree, Thamdemqlmrtsofau-pl_nnmlisted
below together with refersnce to the DSD paper where we disagree.

5. Outline of sati

In order to streamline administration, to provide the best
security and to emsure better control we consider that there should be
two troops in Bormeo at static sites = one AMF troop at Lebuam (with a
small British elemsnt) and one British Troop at Fuching (with a small
Australian element), Both troops would be under operational control
of OC 201 Sig Son (Singapore). (See DSD para 11 D). AVailability of
the right kind of tradesmen diotates the necessity to have a mixture
of AMF and British at either =site but this can be kept to a minimm,
(eag. Not more than 6 Australians would be at Kuching at any one time).

& PP
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& Fagilities needed to meke Troops effestive
: A% present British troops engaged in Sigint at labusm and
Ruching are operating under difficulties and eff'iciency leaves muoh
to be desived, Ve consider it essential that the troops be self
sontained teshnically as far as possible and that one of the main
requirements will be to provide exclusive coonmunications from sach
site. This technical support is not available from either British
or AP yesowees in Singapore and manpower would have to come from
Australia, meinly from Signals units other than 101 Wrls Regt (pava
4 of ISD mibmission is not striotly txwe).

7 Manpover Requirement

The intercepticn cover requivement has been corefully
eousdued by DED and the rdrdms economie deployuent is four intercept

tears 2 sush site,

Takdng into acccunt also pevsomnel required for

processing intercepted material, coommications and techniesal maintenance
the jugtralien manpower bill is as follows:

(=)

Jrdtial deployment
Zrade Lelum Iughing =~ Sedded s
Slpoxe  Aust
o 1 - -  §
NCO Supervisors 2 - 2 -
Operator
(Interoept) 16 - b1 -
(N) 2 - 2 =
Xleotronio(Cipher) 1(m - - i
eqpt at
Fuching)
Technician
Rlectrords 1 - - i
Operators Ksyboard/
Radio 2 2 - b
Cipher 2 2 - b
Driver Eleotrician 1 - - i
Cooks 2 - - 2
Total 1 0ffy 29 OR 4 OR 20 1oy
1y o

Total initial commitment
10ffr 33 OR
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WOTE: The difference heotween the sbove figures and
DSD estimate of 28 (pams 3 and 13) is due to
a subsequent appreaiation gn our part that 4
additional operators keyboard and 2 aooks
would be needed.

() Folloy up deploymant » To coowr when the zituation
demands a2 higher degres of local processing of

intexcept and ddrect reporiing to Brigads Comanders.

Dmde lomem  JFuoum  groceelER

Iingist (Int Corps) 1 2 1l 2
Reporters (Int Corps) 1 - - 3
Total 2 2 1

Total follow up cormdtment L CR

(o) DORAL AUSTRALTAN COMTMSE :
&
10ffr 370R ~ Made up of « 1 Offy 17 OR from AUSY
20 OR from 8'pore
Unless ciroumstances change radically, this total should
enable sélf contained operation and ellow, by rotation
through Singapore, relief every four months,

(a)

L OTPROTRYY GetAtITRONS OVersoas

To pexmit a satisfactory installation of equipment and
other teohnical fagilities we consider a technical
maintenanse officer and two techmicians should be detached
to Sornes for approxiaately /. wesks.

(e) Defempe Coumitiee Apwoval would therefore be required to
m»n'mmmmaow;::

8 Brifish Contribution
As far as wve can cheok at present the British contribution would
total 1 Offr and 37 OR possibly to be disposed as follows:

Indtially - Rucking - 1 Offy 20 OR
labuam = 2 OR (Voice operators)

Follow up ~ Hiokdng - 50»
Tabusm = 3 o= (Volos Op, Dectypter, Indexes)

ol T

Totel -3 08Py 37C0R
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% Egulpment

Thers are no problems vdth imtercept squimment, However,
sommird satlon squipnent to provide the exslusive high capaaity signsl links
requized by DD (See para 1(0)(1) of DED subgiasion) is not aveilable from
eithor Austsalion or British rescurses. 7% best w3 can 40 s to provide |
nand speed morse circuits ‘L‘,

10,

Ve generally agree with Director DSD assessment at para 7 of his
mbuiseion, It ahould be mads slexr howewer that if we comeit troops to
Serase our eapecity to provide Sigink Support to tho Commonwealth Foroe
under o SPATO Mlan L or § situatien would be limited 4o tne treop to be
despatohed Prom Asteralia, Leos dbout half of the support agresd by the
IC,

1, Other Tnplications

Although the total Awtrolian comsltment 4s only 1 Officer
and 37 ORs there will be an indirect strain placed on AF resources in
Justralis caused by the recuirement to ralieve or roplace personnel
stationed overssas, Thiz cen only bo done at the expense of SRATO
end sther possible comwtmentcs

12, Seswrity

The cover story propossd by LSD (para 11) is considered
satisfactory for an A deployment at Iabusm, but may not hold good at
Ruching whers there ave no other Australien troopse. lloxeover, Kuching
is & cantre of CCO sctivities and Indonesian infiltrators ave lmown to
be located there. For this reason we stréngly recormend that the
Australion troops be stationed at Labuam,

13. Tirdng

Ve do not agree with the timings proposed by DSD, (para 12)
The sadn indtdal deployment from Singapore will depend on the take over
of EF positions thewse by the UX clvilisn opevators, This will {ake
2 - 3 months, However, to save time and possibly to add credense to
the cover story we yroposs that the technical iwstallation group (see
para 7(d) sbove) should move as scon as possible to provide necessary
teohnical fasilities,
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AP Tactical Sigint Troep of ) Officer and

37 OR vith the provise that the troop be
deployed st Lebuen with a emall detaohment

only at Xuoking,
(14) the ralsing of the 40 overscas sigint

/

cedling of 80, by 3& 4o a total of 96047

(141) the detachment frem Awstwalia for approcimately
one month of 1 off'iver and 2 other ranks to
instal teamioal Pacdlities in Bomeo, and,

(b) Odssrve -

(1) that the novement of the muin party from Singapore
will be dependent en the takeover there of AMP "
intercept positions by UK civilisn oparators.

(11) that the extent of the justrldan cormitment
should be reviewed in November 196k, v

A

" May 64, /@/@\)&a«béwﬂ I,

NOTE: My R W TERMPS0N; Diveotor DXD will be present at the
IC Yeeting ot Thursday 7 Maye






