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KEMORANDUY BY DIRECTOR

I bave thouzht 1t advlisable to eirculate for
informaticn & statement about the attemptas made to provide
SIGINT on the Malayan Communist Party (MCP); I have thought
1t timely to do 8¢ now in view of the ilmpending visit of

It will be seen that resalts hitherto have
been disappointing, and that proapects are far from good for
the near futurs, Viork however continues in one or two
directions which may prove to be profitable.

2. Setween 1948 and early 1952 thers was some evidence
thati MOP possesscd ﬁ/x equipment of varilous types and in
varying states of gervigeablility, but there was no evidence of
the equipment actually having been used. Paring this period

limited searoh at and forward regonnaissance at
and failed %o identify MCP transmlsslons.
B . Following ' departure for Malaya, more

forthright search ané forward reconnalssences were mounted
in April 1952, almed at uncovering commnications of the
followin: kinds 1f they exlsted!

" (a) Links from HeQ. MuCePe ( area) to other
coantiviea, :

(0) Internal Malayan networks connecting M,C.P. 1,.Q.
to subordinate Malayan H.Q.'s.

(6) Subordinate State networks of M.C.P.

(a) transmissions asaociated with HM.CeP.
4, Implementation of this effort conslsted of Iinereased
aearch at and Australlan Army forward reconnaigssances
at (19 May « 1¢ July) and (13 August -

26 September).

e llone of these measurea prodiced any evidence of the
existence of MCP communioations, but this could not in itself
be considered satisfactory evidence againat their exlistence.

Ge A captured document dated 12 February 1952, received
at in January 1953, contalned frequency and achedule
data of one link and sug;eated the possible exlatence of a
network, “This prompted a apecial search at

supported by and D/F stations. Ho success
havin: been achieved, thls effort was discontinued on 1 March
and the search positions reverted to thelr usual general search
programme, but in conseq ence of the hulld-up 1n the overall
reacurces of the atatlon the general aearch positions were
increased from three to four.
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Te On 5 March 19563 gxpressed to the

» local representative extreme dlssatisfactiion at the
complete lack of SICINT on MOP problems and urged the utmost
and best of which SIGINT was possible. In view of thia, the
pogsibilities were carefully re-examined by and D.3.8,
{the Australian Centre), and later in March I sent the
following messepe to

"The Sigint Organisation both in the and in
Australis 1s keenly sware of the part which it has
been called upon to play in Malaya. Over the past
vear we have mainteined arn intenaslve watch at our
station reinforced by 1interception
positions in In
addition, a detachwent of the Australlan Army has
carried out two extensive reconnalssances in Malaya
itself, The initiative in arranging these
reéconnaissances deapite the fairly confident belief
that they would prove frultless was, if I may aay so,
proof that we do not treat this problem in a detached
and academlic manner. A wealth of materlal has
been intercepted covering most known types of activity
in South Hast Asia and including messages passed by
the Commniat Party within ¥e have seen no
traific leading us Lo suspect that 1t was connected
with c¢landestine elements in Malaya. From this we
conclude with confidence that there 1s still no
Communist asetwork of any complexlty regalarly
fapetloning in Malaya. Some isolated transmissions
may have continued to escape our netj our resoarces
are not and cannot be adequate to cateh every fugltive
transmission, We are however reinforcing our
strength In the Far East as quickly as circumstances
and resources permit., Our efficlency will improve
with the installation ln the near future of direction

finding equipment at Heanvhile
we have complete confidence in the ability of our
starf in (vith whom there 1s a continual

exchange of information and 1deas on thils subject) to

take full advantage of existing reasources.” In the

past we have found that lnformetlon from other sources

which might ald us in our task has reached us belatedly
“and in fncomwplete form, We would therefore welcome

any asslistance you can iive to improve this service.

In brief we are working almoat entirely in the dark

on a problem which is technically most formidable,

It would be quite wrong to permit you o believe that

there 1s any short out tio succeas, Please accept

our assurance that we shall continue to prosecute our

effort with vigour and determination. .We are at

present considering in that spirit what steps we can

nov take with any hope, however remote, of giving

you the help that you seek from ua,"

vem e
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Be sent the followlng reply in April:

TThank you for your message. I note with great
satisfaction the assurances which you give of maximuam
attention to our interest, and I am very grateful
to you alls I reallse very well the difficulties
in this problem, At the same tlwme, its solution is
of abasolutely prime importance in this country. I
have had the existing instructions overhauled to ensure
immediate reporting of relevant material from any
source, and I think this ia now neat and tidy. it
includes provision for the lmmediate interrosation on
matters connected wlth this problem of surrendered
enemy personnel. Thank you for all you are dolng."

e On 31 March 195685 the local securlty authorities gave
a firm appreciation of MCP W/T as follows:

(a) No conslstent use of W/T had been made by MCP
up to one year ago, although sporadioc attempts
may have been made, on local inltlative.

(b) A very defintte Iincrease had now been noted in
late 1951 and early 1952 in MCOP Interest and
actlion to procure equipment, train operators and
maintenance staff, and to establish communicatlons,

(0) A determined attempt had been made to set up a W/T
channel between the Headguartera of MCP

area) and Thers were strong indlcations
that this attempt had been at least partly
succeaaful, -

(d) 'hers were slight indications of a ¥/T link
between HeQe MsCoP, and

(e) 7The exlstence of any other regular links was
extrerely unlikely.

16, As the evidence also showed that these links followed

a clandestine rather than military pattern of working, the
policy of concentrating the search at is consildered
correct, with present limlted resources. Arrangerents have alao
been made for the study of miscellaneous transmissions

with a view to finding posaible MCP connections. The atudy of
one such group, though not yet completed, shows that at least
part of 1t servea the » which 1s suspeocted of
aupplying arms to KMT and MCP,

11, It has been suggested that messages relating to MCP
night be concealed amongst ocertaln Commerclal trange=
missions, This has been followed up but the work undertaken

has perforce, neen largely exploratory and experimental, owing

to the bulk of the material available. Althou h positlive
evidence has not yet come to light it 1s not impossible that a
more intensive attack on the problem would disclose communication
channela use 1llegally from outside !alaya, For this problem
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to be pursued satisfactorily in an improved source
of collateral information from the Far East will be very
Necessaryy “ork 1a contlnuing along these lines and

representatlions are being made to the appropriate authoritics
for the improved collateral information.
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