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1. You will recall that approval was given in October 1966 for

Jlajor C .J. CATT.uTJ.OH to accompany llr. BO'l'TERIIJ., Assistant Director Defence

Signala Division on a visit to SOUTH VIi:?liAK. The main purpose of thie

T.lai t was to 1

•• Beview·the c011poaition and functions of the »a D:lrec.t

Support Unit (mu) with 1.l'l'rJ

b. Consider W8iJ'S and means of incN&ldng the etfeotiveneu of

the DSU1 and

o. I111pr0Ye cooperation with

In addition to the aboYe, a.rrans-enta were made with the British

Jliniat:ey of Defence (AnT) for Major CU'l'ilACH to take a trial ilrbome

Direction Finding equipaent {ARDP) which was being teated in FARELP, to SVN 

for further field trials in an Alli' Cessna airora.rt.

C<ITSil>ERATIOliS

3, The pri1Da:ey aiJll of the DSU when established in June 1966, was

to provide a means by which Comd U.TF could receive results of the U.S.

Signal Intelligence effort. In addition, a ■mall intercept and processing

capabili t;y -.a inbuilt i n  order that the DSU could provide a direct service

to Comd 1.6.'rF on VC uni ts and foJ.'lllationa w1 thin the 1ATF 'l!J.�
-
--

This small independent capability has been so successful that

both the Commanders AFV and 1ATF have stressed that this unit is providing

the moat, and in many oases the only reliable intelligence and that an:,

means that can be found to increase this capability would be greatly

appreciated and fully supported.

Discussions with the U.S. Sigint Authorities confirmed the value

of this AMP DSU to the overall Sigint effort and they have agreed to provide

an additional feedback of technical information to the AMF DSU in order to
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increae·e tb,e errecti veness of the AMF errort. They also fully supported 

• any increase in manpower that could be provided in order to further

exploit various VC networks in military region 7 which as yet,� not

firmly i.dentifi.ed.. 

In relation to the � to dq cooperation between U.S •. auth� 

oritiee and the Am' DSU, many technical problei118 would be overcome if close 

personal contact were possible. Due to U.B� security regulations it is 

currently not possible to achieve this oontaot and further representations 

should be made in order to make this possible. In addition, a definite 

advan�age · can be foreseen if a Defence Signs.lsttvilian expert was to be 

attached to the appropr:La.te U
!
S. authorities in VIETNAM in order that the 

overall interests of' th.e Australian Sigint authorities and the AMF unit in 

particular could be fostered. 

Detailed investigation of the problem,tnvolved showed that the 

main source of. in•telligenoe now being produced by Sigint in SVN is by s -

a. Interoepting and reading some lo-.r grade cipher traffic

from low level VC oolllllllmication networkaJ and

b. Construction of enu,y OOB information and locations by covering

a large number of enemy networke.

The.AMF DSU at present has the capacity to cover the known units 

and. formations in the immediate area of infiuence of 1ATF, but has no capa­

bility to cover other currently unidentified VC networks known to be in the 

.AMF area of interest. These networks.could be of great importance and it 

ma;y be possible through them, to find additional exploitable· material which 

could lead to further intelligence concerning the disposition and future 

intentions o.f the en8!Jl3". Even if this was not possible, it would provid e 

further information on the OOB or VC forces within the area of interest of 

1ATF. 
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