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BATTLE OF MIDWAY ISLAND, 1942

The Battle of Midway Island -
possibly the greatest Japanese naval defeat
of the Pacific war - provides perhaps the
most striking example of the corregt employment
of Sigint, and illustrates also the value of
Sigint when on the defensive, i.e., in the
early stages of a defensive war. -\VWith the
major part of its heavy units out of action in
the Pearl Harbour raid, the U.S, Navy would
scarcely have been justified in searching the
vast spaces of the Pacific for targets.
However, Sigint was able to produce information
on both targets and enemy intentions. For
example, the U.8, Navy had two months' fore-
knowledge of Japan's intention to attack Midway
Island, and thus were able to build up the air
defences of the Island in the interim, The
U.S. Navy had full details in advance of the
intentions of thc Japanese task force, its
composition, approach routc and current
location, and was able to carry out a crushing
attaclk upon it, with both carricr and land
based planes, in most cases before the planes
of the enemy carriers were airborne.

As a result of this battle, Japanese
expansion ko the east was stopped, and the
balance of power in the Pacific shifted to the
United States side. The loss by the enemy of
four of their largest aircraft carriers,
together with 250 aircraft and some 100 of
their first line pilots deprived them of the
powerful striking force with which they had
achieved their earlier conguests and with
which they planned to defeat the U,S. counter-
attack,
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At the outbreak of the war, Japan possessed
about 6,200,000 tons of merchant shipping which was
sufficient for her subsistence and immediate military
needs, - However, the rapid extension of operations
and the very nature of island warfare placed severe
burdens on this tonnage., The Allied toll of enemy
ships increased until sinkings exceeded replacements.
Before hostilities ceased in August, 1945, only 1,500,000
tons of Japanese merchant shipping remained and thisg
was practically useless owing to complete Allied
control of shipping routes and the closing of the most
importent Japanese harbours by mines. Deprived of her
merchant fleet, Japan had lost the poweu to wage war.

Sigint played a major role in steering Allied
forces on to Japanese shipping targets by providing
important informetion on convoy positions. This was
obtained through interception of signals to and from
the air cover, and was a result of the growing Allied
offensive power with the enemy compelled to provide
regular air cover against submearine attack and, when
convoys were within striking disteonce of Allied air
bases, agoingst Allied eair offcnsive action.

Ro¥nul Convoys:

Regular convoy positions were first obtained
in the closing deys of Rabaul's importance as an cencmy
naval base (early 1944). Protection for convoys coming
down from the north was provided mostly from Keavieng,
and depending on weather and other factors, the position
might be given by either the aircraft reporting the
position back to base or the base giving a recent
position to an aircraft attempting to locate the convoy.

Jopan = Singapore Convoys via Manila:

Congidercble success wos obtained with those
convoys particularly during the second half of 1944
when important convoys between Japan and Singapore were
routed vio Manila and Miri, Air cover was provided
primarily against Allied submarines, and at timcs almost
daily positions werc obtaincd between I'ormosa and Manila
and along the Palswan passege.

As this convoy route grew more hazardous for
the enemy, it became quite a practice for convoys to
shelter for the night (in protected anchorages).  The
air cover would report back to base "convoy anchored
temporerily in s....... Bay, I am returning. 18209,

Such reports werc most helpful as they gave about 12
hours! margin for the passage of the intelligence.

Next morning the air cover rcported the convoyis position,
coursc and specd when it took over duty.

Malaya Coast Convoys:

When Allied air power was established in the
Philippines, the Japan-Singeapore convoys were driven
to the alternative route via the Indo-—China Coast. The
same reports from air cover were frequently reccived
and continued till the surrecnder.
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. Ormoc Operations - Convoys:

During the early phascs of the Battle of
the Philippines, when enemy reinforcements were being
rushed to Ormoc (Leyte), much valuable convoy information
was obtained. The source was the same - air cover
reporting to bhase the progress of the convoys, .
particularly in the final dash in and out of Ormoc
Bay. 27 naval and merchant ships were destroyed in
this opcration alonec.
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TAOTiCAL ATR INTELLIGENCE AND AIR RATD WARNINGS
IN THE SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA

Throughout the South West Pacific Aresa,
particularly at the various New Guinea and Darwin
bases, Sigint provided innumerable air raid warnings
and a constant flow of tactical air intelligence,
This resulted in successful Allied interceptions, on
the one hand, and the destruction of enemy aircraft
on the ground, on the other.

Various indications led to these warnings.
In the early stages of the war, preliminary enemy
weather reconnaissance over Allied territory was a
sure indication of a raid to follow, granted suitable
weather conditions. In other cases, suspicious
‘bearings on enemy aircraft gave sufficient cause to
pass a preliminary warning. A refinement of the
procedure was the case of preliminary warnings
passed when a known enemy strike frequency was heard
"warming up". Although aircraft maintained strict
W/T silence base activity alone was sufficient to
arousec suspicion,

FPrequently it was possible to pass
information concerning concentration of enecmy air
strength at bases within striking range of Allied
aircraft. It was the cnemy practice to disperse
his aircraft at rear bascs and s tage them to a
forward base immediately before a raid. These
staging movements sometimes provided several days'
warning of impending enemy raids, and often
resulted in such raids being forestalled by attacks
on their grounded aircraft.

Bxamples of this procedure are as follows:
staging of aircraft from recar bases in the
Philippines to the forward base of Koepang (Timor)
for attack on Darwin; from rear bases in the
Celebes to the forward base of Babo (Dutch New
Guinea). several successful strikes were carried
out on Koepang and Babo and anticipated raids thus
prevented,

It is emphasised that Sigint was often
the only possgible source of indelligence on which
successful surprise action of this kind could be
based, and in the instances mentioned, was the
result of intercept work over a distance ranging
up to 1,700 miles.
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DESTRUCTION OF JAPANESE ARMY
ATRFORCE IN NEW GUINEA, 1943

Over a period of about four
months in mid-1943, Sigint traced the
movement of the Japanese Army Airforce
from Japan and rear bases into the
airfields of North New Guinea, Full
details uf types, numbers and the
particular airfields of destination
were supplied, In a peried of three
days' raiding by the U.S. Air Force,
this large enemy force of nearly LOO
planes was virtually annihilated
without haying.been used.
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JAPANESE ARMY ORDER OF BATTLE.

Japenese Army Order of Battle in the South
West Pacific haé its beginnings in 1942 in the
addresses of Arny messages being relaycd over Navel
links., Thc conversion of the routecing informetion to
Novel proccdurc resulted in o diffcrent heandling of
the nddress, the Nevel systcm being much simpler than
that uscd by the Army. Veluablc cribs into the Army
system werc thus obtained. From this address
intelligence, the first Order of Battle information
wes obtained, and thus the beginnings of Jnpancse Order
of Battle in the islnnds north of Australin.

The first successcs in the solution of Army
mein line systems (conteining Order of Bettle
information) were achicved in April 1943, and thesec
were followed in Jonuary 1944 by still further successes
resulting from the capturc of Jopanesc cryptographic
material. For two full months, Japencse messoges
were read immediotely on receipt, and from then till
the end of the war, practically everything tronsmitted
was being read with various degrces. of currency.

This mnoterial yielded Order of Battle
Anformntion in the fullest deteil - units, subordina-—
tions, personnlities, plans, prcporations, cte.

It proved of inestimable valuc to the Allied Intelligence
authorities and was of the greatest significance in

the plenning of the Solomons, New Guinea ond

Philippines campaigns.
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ROLE OF SPECIAL SIGINT UNITS
“IN SOUTH WEST PACIFIC AREA.

On several occasions during the Allied
advancc, special Sigint Units accomponied the
invasion forces aboard the HQ ship. Such speecial
units were employed at the Leyte, Lingayen Gulf,
Tarakan ond Lebuen londings., Their objcct was to
provide the Tosk Force Commander with operationnl

“intelligence whilst cn route to the landing beaches,
and once the beach-hcad had becn sccurcd, to set up
on shore cond continue operations during the advance
inland.

M cxomple of this activity is provided by
the Specinl Sigint Unit cengnged in the Leyte landing.
During the voynge, it was nble to report that the
convoy hoad becen sightcd by cnemy aircraft. After the
lending, intelligence passcd to the Commonder
included the following: -

() Adr reid woarnings.

(b) The location ond composition of encmy
convoys ~ttempting to reinforce Leyte.

(¢) The location of convoys moving nlong the
Indo=-China coast,

(d) TInemy sightings of Allied shipping and
tngk forccs opcreating in the arca.

(e) Air bese activity rnd movements of cnemy
circraft.

(f) Movecments of cnemy nir formations and
high ronking officers.

(g) Scrvicecbility rcports of cnemy airfields.

(h) Encmy weather rceports in both tnrget and
morec romote nreas.

TOP SECRET CANCE



TOP SECRET CANO&E, ...

TO BE KEPT UNDER LOCK AND KEY AND NEVER TO BE REMOVED FROM THE CFFlCE
UNLESS TRANSMITTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REGULATIONS

Has been declassified by ASD - 15 April 2021

BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC

Over considerable periods during
1941-L43, the Allies achieved 100%
interception and decryption of U-boat
communications, This material included
orders from the U-boat Command, details of
positions, courses, speeds, rendezvous,
etc s This enabled the Allies to divert
innumerable convoy: round the ends of
U-boat lines and to achieve "kills" of
U-boat tankers and supply boats at
critical times. There were periods also
when the U-boat Command had access to
Allied ®Bignales relating to convoy
movements through their own naval Sigint
Service. Thus the battle often became a
race between Allied Sigint on the one hand,
giving the location of U-boats, and the
consequent diversion of Alliecd convoys,
and German Sigint on the other, giving the
location of Allied convoys and consequent
orders to U-boats to attack them.

P R
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DESTRUCTION OF ENEMY BLOCKADE RUNNERS

Co-operation between Germany and Japan
found one of its outlets in a policy of exchange.
Germany needed raw materials such as rubber, tin,
edible fats, ores, etc.,, whilst Japan needed
essential metals, machincry, scientific
instruments, electrical apparatus, blue-prints
and know-how, Accordingly, exchange of these
was arranged by means of surface blockade runners
during 1941-43. Through Sigint, the Allies had
detailed information in advance on the ships
concerned, their cargo, dates of sailing, ports
of departure and destination, etc.. go
effective was Allied action based on this
information that less than half of the 250,000
tons despatched by Japan rcached Germany, and by
January, 1944, the blockade runners had been
literally driven off the scas, This exchange
then went under water, reducing its flow to a
mere trickle - only 700 tons being brought to
Germany in a pericd of two years.
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ROLE OF SIGINT IN RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN.

In view of the slenderncss of the British
military forces, and the widcly scattered nnd vulnerable
points which might rcquire defence, reliable
intelligonce of the intcentions of the encmy was perhaps
never more vitel to the continucd cxistencce of the
British Commonwealth then in the period from Dunkirk to
the invnsion of Russio. In the course of the first
six months of 1941, it was possible to cstnblish from

igint a gencral castward movement of the air and
ground forces of the Recich, ~nd to appreccinte with
increasing certainty that the concentrations which wore
taking ploace were to be dirceted agrinst Russiea.

By the end of M~rch, sufficicent information
was nvailable to suggest that preparations were befag
mede for an attack upon the U.S.S5.R. By 31st Moy,
little doubt remnined of Germen intentions, and still
later dircet rcfcrences to the crossing of the Russion
fronticr confirmed thc carlicer apprcciations. 4 elenr
threce weeks' warning of the coming invrsion was thus
provided by Sigint at o criticnl period whon the
difficulty of obtaining ony rclicble intelligeonce of
what was nbout to occur in Iiuropc wns very great.
Thus, onc of the most intcresting ~nd most uscful
cpisodes in the carcer of Sigint was that which gnve
the Prime Minister, kr. Churchill, period of severﬂl
wecks to comnsider tho policy, whlch ho announced on
June 22nd (the dny of the attrck) that Briteain would
give "whrtever help" shc could to Russin

It noy frirly be said that during the whole
Russinn ormpoign, Sigint made availerble to British and
" to Anglo-lmericon commrnds informntion on Germon plens,
operntions, crprbilitics ~nd order of battlc on tho
cnstern front unobtnincble in any other way.

A v~olueble by-product of Sigint from the
enstern front wns the informrtion on Sov1ot ordcr of
battle of ground ~nd ~ir forces cdeorived from Germen
Sigint Scrwice rcports. Of 21l the inform~tion
furnished by Allicc¢ Sigint, howover, the messnges
indicating the trrnsfcrs of formntions to cand from the
eastern front were of the most immedintc importnnce
during thc plonning for D-Doy eond from thc Nornandy
landing until the cnd,

Has been declassified by ASD - 15 April 2021
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SIGINT CONTRIBUTION TO ALLIED PLANS FOR
NORWANDY LAWDINGS AND THE BATTLE OF FRANCE. °

~As the A4llied lnnding in Normendy in June.
1944 wrns on o vest scale — probobly the most complicated
militory operation in history - it was vital for the
Lllied staffs planning that operation to have every
relicble ucr“p of informntion on whot the Gormons would
and could do, The contribution of Sigint wns a complex
one in that some informntion was rovonled on almost all.
of the interrelated nspects of the totnl Allied picture
of the Germen nrmed foreces aond their defonsive preporations.

The threc most importont cotegorics of information
furnished by Sigint to Allicd pleonners in onrly 1944
were ¢ Gernon intentions, Gormen dispositions, ~nd Germon
apprecintions of Allicd intentions. As the Germons
were str-tegicnlly clenrly on the defensive, their
intentions were bescd primrrily on their costimntes of
L1lied intcntions, ond the disposition of their troops
was the ynrdstick showing the practicable limits an whot
they cexpected the Allics to do ond on whet they planncd
to do themsclves. Sincc the Gernrns' dispositions ond
intentions both dcpenced on their concept of Allied plans,
the Germnn opprecintions are o proper point of departure
for an uncerstonding of western front intclligence.
Those apprecintions werce nlso virtunlly the unique
province of Sigint; no other intclligencce source
provided much informotion in this catecgory.

Ls the time of the invesion drew nccor, the
thought processcs of the Germeon acrmed forces werc revenled
nore cle-rly, ~nd it wns constﬁqtly evident that the
Gernons hed reoched no uncninity in their cestinmntes of
the tining cnd plecece of the expceted londings Thus,
os D=Doy opproached nnd it beeone more dlfflcult for the
Allies to chonge their plens, Sigint made it repeatedly
cpparent thot the Gernens did not have ony knowlodge -
ot leest nonce on which they werc in agrecizent — which
would nccessitnte o chrnge in thosc plans. Furthermore,
Sigint revealed the particular nisconceptions uncer
which the various Germen nilitery suthorities laboured
end so e~ided the Allicd cover-plan orgnnisation to know
which lines of falsc infornntion thc Gormans were most
ready to belicve.

Prior to the Allicd brcek-out from the Normandy
bench-hced in July, 1944, Sigint had proviced the
valuablce but routine intelligeonce that was to be cxpeceted:
the identification and strength of units in the linc
which had to bc snashcd, the order of battlec of the
opposition which would bc met aftcr thc brecak-out, and
the identity of the rcinforccuments which night arrive.
Following thc brcak-out, Sigint first provided cviconoc
of Gernan intentions to cut off thc advanced Allicd
“divisions by attacking through to thc sca at Avranchcs.

According to thc Sigint officcr with the United
Statcs Third Arny, the messages conccining the Avranches
attacks firs+t cdenonstrateld the valuc of Sigint at that
Head-quartcrs and lcd to thc custon of holding a Sigint
norning bricfing for the G.0.C. and cortain scnior staff
officors.

Has been declassified by ASD - 15 April
2021
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Later Sigint produced Hitler's ropeated
refusals to allow withdrawals. These orders lod
Allied Intclligenco to "the rcalisation that the
battle not mercly of Normandy but also of France
itself was being fought south of the Scine (a
rcecmarkable cneny crror which simplified an Allicd
plan made in the previous liarch)."

These words arc taken from the note on t™2
usc of Sigint written by Brigadior Williams, Chicf
Inteclligence Officer at Ficld Marshal liontgomnery's
Twenty—-first Arny Group Hgs. They constitute one of
his "fivec obvious occasions in the campaign in the
west when armics rcquircd a clecar lcad from the Army
Group on the cnciy's strategy." Latcr hc adds that
in all five issucs thc contribution of Spceial
Intelligence was consiccrablc,

The two advancc revelations mentioned above -
the first offensive, the latter defensive - illustrate
clcarly a field in which Sigint is virtually unique:
the timely warning of cncmy intentions.

At the beginning of September, 1944, the
following rouzh outlinc was drawn to illustrate the
extent and naturc of the Sigint availablce on the first
three nonths of the campaign:

: 1 Gernan Plans to rncet the Invasion,

a von Rundstecdt's strategy;

b) Rommel's strategy;

c Gernen Air Force strategy.

25 Acvance Knowlcclge of Timc and Placc of
Allicd Lendings.

Sag Estinatcs by €. in C. West;
b Contrary julgncnts by German Air
Forcc cuthoritics;
_écg Other cstinates;
d Effect on prcparations and
Cispositions.

e Conmitnent of German Foreces in Francc

() Dispositions of grownc and air forces
on D-Day;

(b) Disorganiscd and picccneeal comiitnent
of cdivisions curing Junc and July;

(¢) Rcason for unsatisfrctory employment
of forcos;

(i) Effcet of Allicd cdeceptive
ncasures - Germen fecar of
further landings;

(iig Bad juldgnent of Allicd strength;
(iii) Effect of Allied and Freonch
partisen intcrfcrence with
communications;
(iv) Vacillating pclicics of Hitler,
C. in C. VWest and Germen Air

Porce authoritios. Has been declassified by ASD -

15 April 2021
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4. Battle Lessons prior to Allicd Breakthrough
on 25th July 1944

(a) Effeotivcness of Allicd landing
techniques;

b @onments on cffeet of Allicd artillery;

(o] Comments on effeet of Allicd aircraft;

d) Comments on cffcet of Allicc artillery-
spotting aircraft;

(e) Germen losscs and causcs thercof.

5% Gernan Intelligenec on Allied Breakthrough
from West Norimondy after 25th July 1944

(a2) Success in identifying Allied units in
Britteny;

(b) Success end failurc in recognising
imnecdiate "Allicd plens in Britteny;

(¢) Teilurc to undcrstand overall Allied
strategy.

6's The Battle for Normandy nné the Retreat
to the Scine.

(a) wvon Kluge's attenpts to cxtricate
his forccs;

(b) Hitler's orders compelling Gernen
forces to stand and be cntrepped.

s Germon Flight across the Scine and through
North-West I'ronce end Belgiwn

; ,
ga; Encrgency nove of liodel to the west;

b Model's lack of awarcncss of plight of
Germen exrnics;

(ig His temporary plens;
(ii) Repcated loss of “"dcfoncc linos';

(¢) Beginning of Germen rcorgenisation
and rcfitting of units.

8. Gernan lMcasures agoainst

§ng The French partisans;
b Satcllitc soldicrs and foreign legions.

9. Dcinolitions and Destruction

gn; Ports ~nd fortresscs;
b Paris — Hitler's ordors.

10. Menpower licosurcs

& New units crceatcd for the wests
b Units uoved from other theatrces;
c Pcrsonncl for the West Wall.

TOP SECRET



1=y . r~ S
TOP Si ‘Wi" T UANUE
& b dier B Ciad 8 C R

Wi \CopyLNo.:

CONTRIBUTION OF SIGINT TO ALLIED KNOWLEDGE OF
GERMAN SCIENTIFIC WEAPONS AND APPARATUS

7 B Beam Bombing of U.K. Targets

When the German Air Force gave up its
day-light bombing raids on U.K. targets in 1940,
and replaced them with night attacks on Londen
and previncial towns, it was possible to foretell
the objectives of these night raids with far
greater certainty than with the day raids which
preceded them.

The Germans were using various systems
nf navigational beams to guide their aircraft to
the target. The cypher used by the authorities
controlling these beams was relatively easily
broken and the target could be deduced from their
instructions, Other intelligence available
concerned technical information which enabled
effective counter measures to be devised and
successfully put into operation.

2, Radar and Night Fighters

Sigint supplied almost all the facts
known to the Allies on the actual positions of
night-fighter zones. By pletting positions
disclosed in this way, it could be shown that
there wae roughly a distance of 30 Kms. between
each Ground Control Interception station or area,
and so the actual boundaries of the sectors could
be estimated. The fact that these boundaries
were known played an important part in the
routeing of Allied bombers, for it became apparent
from R/T intercepts that the Germans had difficulty
in deciding which sector should vector a night-
fighter on to bombers which flew along the dividing
line of two sectors.

Sigint was the only source of information
on the organisation for manning the German Ground
Control Interception stations in western Europe.,
German Air IForce signals regiments manned the
aircraft reporting and radar equipment and passed
plots of incoming British bombers to the fighter
control officer, who in turn gave instructions to
the German night-fighter units. Locations of
these signals regiments were all available from
Sigint, as were the locations and subordination of
nearly all night-fighter units.

In addition to locations, returns of
personnel, aircraft serviceability and conditions
of equipment, Sigint provided knowledge of what
to expect from the German defences. Sigint also
gave a fair cstimate of the success of Allied
bombers and how their losses occurred, in the
battle reports from night-fighter units.

Has been declassified by ASD - 15 April
2021
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In connection with radar apparatus,
Sigint provided information on "FREYA", the German
search apparatus used for long-distance aircraft
warning and coast-watching. It indicated that
"FREYA" was used for anti-aircraft firing by night
without search-lights, and that German wireless
direction egquipment included aircraft and fighter
direction apparatus.

Sigint provided information also on
German radar ships and trains and sufficicnt
material on airborne radar tc keep abreast of all
develupments.

As the radar war increased in intensity,
it became more difficult to sort out the new
developments as indicated in Sigint becausc
measures causced countcr-measures and these still
further counter-measures, but on the whole the
Germans secmed to be kept on the defensive - they
were continually forced to invent new methods of
ccuntering Allied jamming.

B Advance Information on V-Weapons

Sigint on V-Weapons was mainly
fortheoming during the experimental period. It
made two most important contributions, the first
of which wis a series of plots taken by radar
stations of the German Air ¥orce Signals
Exporimental kegiment deployed along the Baltic
coast and later along the ccast of Jutland. These
plots enabled a remarkably ecxact estimate to be
made of the probable performance of the flying
bomb, The prediction that about forty per cent.
would reach the London area was almost exactly
fulfilled in the event, and was entirely based on
this material, as were the cstimates of its range, -
height and speecd. A second contribution
consisted of information from signals passing
between Peenemuende and Heidelager in PolanG,
where the principal field trials of the AL
rocket took place, This provided essential
information on the technical side of the rocket,
as well as the names of all the operational units
except one, and the names, though not in many
cases, the functions of many of the specialists
and officers connected with the rocket's
development and operation.

Thus the most notably useful results
were those which assistcd in the making of
accurate cstimates of the size and performance of
both flying bomb and rocket before either was
launched against H.K. In the case of the flying
bomb, the value of this was apparent, in so far as
it permitted defensive plans to be made hefore the
emergency arose; in the case of the rocket, against
which no defence was possible, it at least helped
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to allay the worst and most groundless fears, and

to suggest the difficulties facing German
scientists in bringing the missile to a stage of
development in which it could be used operationally.

L. Development wf German Jet Aircraft

As Jet aircraft approached the operational
stage, Sigint proved to be an unrivalled source of
information concerning the characteristics of the
Jet types, the type of operations to be undertaken,
the units which were to receive jets, their bases,
their state of training, and the time at which
they were likely to become operational. Since
the jet programme was latterly regarded by the
German Air Force as its final chance to gain air
supremacy from the Allies, it was natural that it
should have been carried out under the highest
possible security conditions, with the result that
ordinary intelligence sources produced little
information, It is also true that, since the
Allied Air Forces recognised in the German Jets
the one great threat to their bombing programme,
the success of Sigint in following German
developments was particularly important.

Information on jet propelled aircraft
was supplicd by all branches of Sigint. An
unusually large proportion of this information was
obtained frow diplomatic traffic, mainly because
of the intense interest of the Japanese in jet
airoraft, anf also because the Germans were much
more ready to give the Japanese important
information in the later stages of the war. The
Japanese Naval Attache in Berlin, in particular,
involuntarily supplied Allied Intelligence with
considerable information.
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BATTLE OF MATAPAN

Gencrelly spcaking, thc dispositions
ond actions of the British Nevy in the
© Mediterrancan curing the pcriocd 1940-43 wore
based nainly on Sigint.

The Battle of Matapan, in March 1941,
wes the'"first instonce, in the Meditorreneean
Area, of ean inportant operation basecd on Signel
Intclligence". Messeges of 17, 21, 25 and 26th
lMoreh suggested that an operation was being
plemned to interfere with British convoys in
the Eastern Mediterranean end/or Aegeen. All
relevent indications werce trensnitted promptly to
the Mcditerrencan Cominand. The Cormonder-in-
Chicf dccicded first of a1l to scnd out his cruiscrs,
then to take the battle squadron ancd "Fornmideblc!
to sca. OC<in~.C's signnl of 29th Nicrch 1941 stntces
that the "infornation on which the IMlcet put to
soo cone from Sigint sourcces”. The result of the
battle wos 3 hecavy fast cruiscrs end 2 destroycrs
sunk, ~nd the battleship "Vittorio Venecto" ond
possibly others, scriously Camaged.
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BALKANS AND CRETE CAMPAIGNS.

Signal Inteclligence, from its intercoption
of Germen Reilwey W/T nctworks in carly 1941, and
its knowlccdge of the masses of nen and material being
transported to the south-cost, provicded ample
cvidence of thce build up for the Balkons canpaign and
that Yugo-Slavia and Grecce would shortly be invaded,

Again, Signnl Intclligencce forccest the
invesion of CRETE which followed, nnd provided
Getailed fore-knowledge of German plens and the date
when attack wos to teke plecc. All such information
was passed currcatly to CAIRO end to Gencral FREYBERG
in CRETE, ancd o large part of the credit for the
annihilation of the initial air-borne lending nust
be attributed to it. In acddition, the sca-borne
force which wns to support the eir-borne landings
wes successfully located by Signel Intelligence anc
destroyed by the British Navy.

Mr. Churchill is rcported to have stated

that Signal Intelligencce provided on Crete wes worth
£10,000,000 to Great Britein.
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THE VAR IN NORTH AFRICA.

Sigint provided what w+@ l1%3le short of a
complete picture of the war in North ‘Africa. Every
regiment, often every battalion, was identified with
sometimes embarrassing regularity, tanks could be counted
almost as accurately by British Intelligence officers
as by the G.0.C., German Africa Corps, Ffluctuatieu
in the almost always critical supply situaticn could
be so closely observed that the maximum effect was
achieved from the sinking of particular merchant
vessels and the maximum benefit derived from known
German shortages, (Precautionary air reconnaissance
was carried out first, security considerations
demanding that a strike could not be turned on from
Signal Intelligence alone).

German Army Order of Battle and tank strength,
German Air Force Order of Battle and operational
intentions, supply returns of both Services, shipping
movenents; these, together with the rarer but scarcely
more valuable appreciations and plans at a higher
level were the Sigint contributions to the Libyan and
Tunisian campaigns.

One of the greatest qualltles of Sigint as
a source of information was that it “abled the Allies
to practise the conservation of effort and the
concentration of the maximum effort at the vital spot.

This was amply demonstrated beforec the Battle
~of Alamein, by the sinking, in rapid succession, of
five fuel-cargoes, the loss of which almost at once
immobilised Rommel's tanks because target—-selection
policy had, for at least two months, becen consistently
starving the Germen Army of fuel.

Furthermore, "it can ¥aixly be stated that
at no other period during the entire North African
cempaign did Special Intelligence contribute more
decisively to British planning than in the period
leading up to the Alamein offensive on 23rd October,
1942, The Sigint available on the cenemy supply hnd
transport situetion playecd a very vital role in that
contribution". (G.C. &C.S. War History)
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ROLE OF SIGINT IN THE CLOSING PHASES OF
GERMANY'S DEFGAT,

It wes obviously to thc Allics' advantage
that Germony should not dissolve into utter ohaos.
Though it wos mid-April, 1945, and the wor alroady
won, Germeny wns still fighting, as Hitler hed
promiscd shec would., If thc surrendor of Germony
were carricd out by o central cuthority, however, not
only would thousands of Allicd lives be saved which
would otherwisce have been lost in the piccemcal
roduction of o disintcgrated Recich, but also the
possibilitics of the rcsurgence after the war of a
"Germony ncver surrcndercd" myth would bc considerably
rcduccd, For the samc rcason, & central capitulation
of the arncd forccs was desircd, and thercfore,
politicel ond nmilitery motters went hond in haond.

"In the tengled situation, changing hourly,
lceding to Germony's collapsce, Sigint took on & role
which it hed played before, but seldoir with such
immedieate importcnce: that of spying on the thoughts
of the Germen chiefs, mntching their intrigues against
onc cnother ond in gencrrl, kecping both Allied
comnands aond Allicd ccbinets informed of the latest
changes in the struggle for power in Gericny.

TOP SECRET ¢ ANOE



;i*f*) QECRET (., 0
s’ & b et o B N Mg A W % U NCepy=No, :

Has been declassified by ASD -
15 April 2021

LIGHT THROWN BY SIGINT ON THE NAZI KULTUR

Sigint made a further contribution to
Allied Intelligence by confirming beyond all doubt
some’ of the more bizarre and hideous aspects of
the Nazi Kultur, especially in occupied countries.
The following subjects were covered;- '

goncentration Camps and Atrocities

Lvidence was available of at least
L0O,000 persons - variously described as "Jews",
"Bolshevists", "partisans", etc., having been shot
by German Police Units in Russia, and villages
liquidated, References were made to''special
treatment" for some prisoners in concentration
camps., :

Establishment of German Settlements and Colobnies
in Qccupied Areas

Abundant information was received on the
organisation concerned with settling and moving
populations of German origin in eastern and south
eastern Burope. Colonisation was the declared
policy of the Nazis - the main object being to
establish a vast agricultural territory, populated
by German peasants, Settlers followed hard on
the heels of the advancing German armies, only to
withdraw as refugees before the returning tide of
the Russian Army. At the time of the German
occupation's greatest extent in 1942, hundreds of
thousands of German settlers had been established
in Poland, Roumania, Hungary, the Ukraine, the
Crimea, and even as far east as the plain north of
the Caucasus, The educational, political and
economic aspects of this colonisation were well
catered for (Nazi style).

Plundering of Cultural Trcasures and Germanisation
of Occupiecd Arecas

These activities are best illustrated in
the casec of Poland where exactly the same methods
were pursued as in Russia. There was artually a
German "Battalion for Special Duties" of the Nazi
Party front-line troops whose task it was to loot
and plunder the cultural treasures of occupled
countrics,

German archaeologists had "irrcecfutably
proved" the fact of "German spiritual leadership"
in the basin of the Vistula for 1,000 years =
thus the Poles had no moral right to it or to its
cultural treasurcs., The situation was taken in
hand by the "Institute for German Work in the
East! which had sections for pre-history, history,
‘history of art, cconomics, law, racial studies,
geography, agriculture, forestry and gardening,
all of which made full use of plundered
collections for pseudo-historical and pseudo-
scientific propaganda., The Department of Science
and Information looked after its interests and
indicated beforehand the conclusions to be reached
By the use of this abundant evidence. The
natural sciences, and scientific equipment,
expertly stolen, were turncd to more ordinary uses.
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Libraries were carried away with the help
of forced labourers mobilised by the Police; some
of tHe books were pulped, and some taken away for
German use, Books left were re-arranged and the
whole collection made German by removing Polish
library marke and replacing them with a Germen
stamp, even on old books and manuscripts,.

These plunderings were carried out by
scholars, sclentists and officials of museums
employed by the Nazi Government, Their aim was to
cut off the Poles from all knowledge of their own
history at first hand, and to secure thc records
- and monuments of that history for interpretation
according to Nazi conceptions of race and history.
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